opinion of others which come naturally to a young man of
sober habits who earns his own living and lives his own life.
For this kind of independence my Father had no respect or
consideration, when questions of religion were introduced, al-
though he handsomely conceded it on the other points. And
now first there occurred to me the reflection, which in years to
come I was to repeat over and over, with an ever sadder
emphasis, - what a charming companion, what a delightful
parent, what a courteous and engaging friend my Father would
have been, and would pre-eminently have been to me, if it had
not been for this stringent piety which ruined it all.

Let me speak plainly. After my long experience, after my
patience and forbearance, I have surely the right to protest
against the untruth (would that I could apply to it any other
word!) that evangelical religion, or any religion in a violent
form, is a wholesome or valuable or desirable adjunct to human
life. It divides heart from heart. It sets up a vain, chimerical
ideal, in the barren pursuit of which all the tender, indulgent
affections, all the genial play of life, all the exquisite pleasures
and soft resignations of the body, all that enlarges and calms
the soul are exchanged for what is harsh and void and negative.
It encourages a stern and ignorant spirit of condemnation; it
throws altogether out of gear the healthy movement of the
conscience; it invents virtues which are sterile and cruel; it
invents sins which are no sins at all, but which darken the
heaven of innocent joy with futile clouds of remorse. There is
something horrible, if we will bring ourselves to face it, in the
fanaticism that can do nothing with this pathetic and fugitive
existence of ours but treat it as if it were the uncomfortable
ante-chamber to a palace which no one has explored and of the
plan of which we know absolutely nothing. My Father, it is
true, believed that he was intimately acquainted with the form
and furniture of this habitation, and he wished me to think of
nothing else but of the advantages of an eternal residence in it.
Then carne a moment when my self-sufficiency revolted
against the police-inspection to which my Views' were incess-
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